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SCSU ITE Student Chapter News Yuanchang Xie 

The SCSUITE Student Chapter had another seminar in November 2008. Mr. Ha-
run Rashid from Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments 
(BCDCOG) gave an excellent lecture on applications of GIS in transportation 
planning.  Mr. Harun is very experienced with GIS and transportation planning.  
His primary role in BCDCOG was to maintain, update and analyze various GIS 
database to support planning and economic development activities. He is now 
maintaining and running a regional transportation model in a GIS environment to 
serve transportation planning.  During the lecture, Mr. Harun introduced the four-
step model currently being used by the BCDCOG. He also used several interest-
ing examples to show how GIS can be used to manage and visualize transporta-
tion planning data efficiently and effectively.  The lecture was well attended and 
received very positive feedback from the students. 
  

 On February 2, the SCSUITE Student Chapter had an officer election meeting.  Congratulations to 
the three newly elected officers.  The SCSUITE officers now are: 
  -President – Dirk Francis  (newly elected) 
  -Vice President – Lakia Mustipher (newly elected) 
  -Secretary – Otukile Lekote 
  -Treasurer – Teresa parker-Hightower 
  -Public Relations Director – Leon Porter (newly elected) 
 The SCSUITE Student Chapter would also like to thank Kayin Jones (former President), Phyllis 
Pelzer (former Vice President), and Christian Pantin (former Public Relations Director) for their hard 
work and contribution to the student chapter. 
 Most SCSU ITE members are very busy with coursework and research projects in this spring se-
mester. Leon Porter, the Public Relations Director of SCSUITE, is trying to schedule a break for the 
members and take them to the new SCDOT traffic management center. Hopefully we can have the trip 
within this month. 

Yuanchang Xie, PhD 
SCSU ITE Student 
Chapter Advisor 

College Corner 
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News from the University of South Carolina  
Nathan  Huynh 
 

The University of South Carolina and its transportation program is proud to 

support efforts to improve transportation in South Carolina.  Last November, 

USC held a "Forum on Public Transportation for the Greater Columbia 

Area" where the panelists and participants discussed various issues surround-

ing public transportation.  In the coming months, USC will co-sponsor a 

training workshop titled "Communities on the Move: Using All Transporta-

tion Options (ADA and beyond…)."  Communities on the Move is a free, 

one-day, individualized “train-the-trainer” initiative to increase accessible 

transportation options on the local level. The options include a choice of top-

ics, including a better understanding of the Americans with Disabilities Act 

and its application to public transportation. Sensitivity training for drivers, 

how to assess barriers in the pedestrian environment, traveling with service 

animals, and a better grasp of paratransit eligibility requirements are just four 

of 24 possible topics. Easter Seals Project ACTION will address the commu-

nity’s specific needs using training modules developed by experts.  More in-

formation about Easter Seals Project ACTION can be found here: 

www.projectaction.org.  The date and location of the workshop will be 

announced to the SCITE chapter once the details are finalized. The men-

tioned event will be sponsored by the Transportation Association of South 

Carolina, The State League of Women Voters, and USC.   

Nathan Huynh, PhD 
University of South Carolina 

ITE Student Chapter   
Advisor 

College Corner 
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Design Information Technology is an innovative software design company headquartered in Columbia, 
South Carolina.  With the help of professional traffic engineers and technicians, Design IT has created a 
web based application that meets today’s demands when it comes to maintaining, inspecting, and report-
ing on traffic signal equipment and locations.  The Transportation Engineering Asset Management Sys-
tem (TEAMS) now allows everyone from the smallest cities to the largest state agencies to track signal 
equipment thoroughly and, just as important, affordably. 
 Design IT has utilized the latest technology and services available to build a powerful tool for 
traffic signal engineers and technicians.  Users can perform inspections and track inventory, as well as 
manage and report on traffic signals. With the click of a single button, users are able to quickly review 
vast amounts of information about their traffic signals. Mapping features in the tool permit all signal loca-
tions to be overlaid on street maps. Ancillary documents such as counts, drawings, plans, and photo-
graphs can be uploaded and stored. The various types of equipment installed at a location along with 
their attributes can be tracked to a granular level of detail. 

  What makes this application so different?  The features and functionality available in this applica-
tion make it stand out as the premier tool for traffic signal asset management. Design IT has taken the 
best parts of the web and combined that with the richness of a traditional desktop application to create a 
powerful, responsive, and full-featured application; it feels like a desktop application, but it runs on the 
web. Zero deployment and low total cost of ownership are attractive aspects of the application. Design 
IT’s use of agile software design processes has enabled us to keep the development costs extremely 
low, allowing the software to be priced very affordably. This approach to software design also permits 
Design IT to provide further customizations and modules to suit your specific needs while keeping costs 
low. 

  For more details on the TEAMS application and additional services provided by Design IT review 
their website at www.designinfotech.com. If you are interested in a demo you can contact Design IT 
through the website or directly by the information below and your evaluation can begin right away. 

New Traffic Signal Asset Management Software  

Contact: 
Blake Langland 
Cell: 803-673-0046 
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Job Opportunities 

Assistant Beaufort County Traffic and Transportation 
Engineer 
Provides technical traffic and civil engineering skills for planning, design, 
operation and management of traffic signals, signing, pavement marking and 
signal system projects for Beaufort County.  

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:  
• Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from an accredited col-
lege with concentration in traffic and transportation engineering 
• Masters of Science degree in Engineering preferred 
• Three years experience in traffic engineering or traffic signal systems 
• Passing grade from Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Exam 
• Must possess and maintain valid driver’s license  

Interested applicants should contact Colin Kinton for more information. 

ckinton@bcgov.net 

Available Positions Booklet from the 
ITE 2008 Technical Conference and Exhibit 
can be downloaded at 
http://www.ite.org/Conference/ITE_TC08 
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Be the first to solve the puzzle and  you will be recognized in 
the summer newsletter and receive a $5 discount at the 
Summer Meeting.  Email your answer to davisas@scdot.org. 

Puzzle Mania 

How many Triangles? 
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Last Issue’s Challenge 

Congratulations to Alan Davis for being the 
first to solve the letter word jumble challenge 
in the last issue.  The correct answer was Inter-
section, Light Rail, Coordination, and Intermo-
dal.  Starting with this edition, Alan has taken 
over responsibility of the puzzle mania section 
of the newsletter. 
 

Alan Davis, EI 

Puzzle Mania 



 

 

Spring 2009 

34 Section Leadership 

2009 Section Officers 
President 

 

Jae H. Mattox, III, EI 
 

Program Manager 
SCDOT– Preconstruction 

955 Park Street –RM 403 

Columbia, SC 29201 

Office: 803.737.1805 

mattoxJH@scdot.org 

 

Vice President 
 

Bryan D. Webb, PE 
 

Traffic Engineer 
Davis & Floyd 

P.O. Box 61599 

Charleston, SC 29419 

Office: 843.554.8602 

Bwebb@davisfloyd.com 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Jeff Ingham, PE 
 

Traffic Engineer 
Thomas & Hutton 

935 Houston Northcutt Blvd 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29465 

Phone: 843-849-0200 

ingham.j@thomas-hutton.com 

2009 Committee Chairs 

Past President 
 

Hesha Gamble, PE, PTOE 
 

Infrastructure Engineer 
Greenville County 

301 University Ridge Suite 3800 

Greenville, SC 29601 

Office: 864.467.4612  

HGamble@greenvillecounty.org 

 

Technical: Sunny Nandagiri, EarthTech,  sreekanth.nandagiri@earthtech.com 
Membership:  Carol Jones, SCDOT, jonesvc@scdot.org 

Nominations/Awards:  Hesha Gamble, Greenville County 
Scholarship: Gaye Sprague, Sprague and Sprague, gayesprague@cs.com 

Social: Don Turner, SCDOT, turnerd@scdot.org 
Clemson Student Chapter Advisor: Wayne Sarasua, sarasua@clemson.edu 

The Citadel Student Chapter Advisor: Jeff Davis, jeff.davis@citadel.edu 
USC Student Chapter Advisor: Nathan Huynh,  huynhn@cec.sc.edu 
SC State Student Chapter Advisor:  Yuanchang Xie, YXie@scsu.edu 

Newsletter: Jae Mattox, mattoxjh@scdot.org 

Section Representative 
W. Jeff Davis, PhD, PE 

Professor 

The Citadel—Civil Engineering 

171 Moultrie Street 

Charleston, SC 29409 

 Phone: 843-953-7687 

Jeff.davis@citadel.edu 
 

Affiliate Director 
 

Don Turner, PE 
 

\State Traffic Safety and  
Design Engineer 

SCDOT 
955 Park Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

Phone: 803.737.1455 

turnerd@scdot.org 
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About ITE 
The Institute of Transportation Engineers 
is an international educational and scientific 
association of transportation professionals 
who are responsible for meeting mobility 
and safety needs. ITE facilitates the applica-
tion of technology and scientific principles 
to research, planning, functional design, im-
plementation, operation, policy develop-
ment and management for any mode of 
transportation. Through its products and 
services, ITE promotes professional devel-
opment of its members, supports and en-
courages education, stimulates research, 
develops public awareness programs and 
serves as a conduit for the exchange of 
professional information. 

Newsletter Information 
 

“DRIVER” is the official publication of the South Carolina Section Institute 
of Transportation Engineers, the professional society for transportation 
engineers in South Carolina.  It is affiliated with Southern District 5 ITE, as 
well as the International ITE.   
 

Any suggestions on format or content are welcome.  News on members, 
the section, or the profession should be submitted to Jae Mattox at  
mattoxjh@scdot.org. 

Update your Information 
on the website. Your username 
is your last name followed by 

your first initial and your default 
password is “traffic”. Make sure 
you capitalize the first letter of 

your last name and first initial to 
login. 

JOIN SCSITE TODAY!! 
Membership forms are available on our 

website.  Dues are $20.00 yearly.   

We are on the web at  

www.scs-ite.org 




